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Stupidity, not hatred,
fueled the tragic suicide
of a Rutgers student
PAGE 10

K2:The legal high
Written by:

Alyssa Ster el
Online shopping usually involves buying clothes, shoes, or
books, but synthetic marijuana, or
K2, has become an increasinglypopular item added to "shopping
carts." K2 contains herbs sprayed
with synthetic substances that
mimic THC, the chemical found in
marijuana.
SEE M A R I J U A N A 2

NSUhosts
senatorial and
gubernatorial
debates

CARD Act protects
college students
from credit
car companies

vVritten by:
Keren Moros

On May 22, 2009, President
Obama signed the Credit Card
Accountability Responsibility and
Disclosure (CARD) Act of 2009.
However, students may not know
that the government has taken
measures to protect them from some
of the dangers of having credit cards.
The law set up new restrictions
for credit card companies and
included protections for college
students with credit cards.
One of the stipulations of the
C A R D Act is that credit card companies can no longer go onto college
campuses and offer free items to
students who apply for cards.
April Halaychik, assistant director of loan operations and ·debt
management at Enrollment and
Student Services, said that N S U has
never allowed credit card companies
to advertise on campus.
Martin Herrera, senior biology
major, thinks this is a good thing.
"I don't think they should be
able to play with the people who rack

the most credit card debt," he said.
"I'm here to come to school, not get
free trinkets just to get a credit card."
Another stipulation in the
C A R D Act is that late fees cannot
exceed $25. However, Halaychik
said that students should not
let this tempt them into making
late payments.
"Even if the late fees are low,
students have to remember that it's
still going to ruin their credit if they
make late payments," Halaychik
said. "So it's not to say, 'Oh, it's only
25 bucks, I '11 pay it late,' because that
means your credit is going down."
Halaychik said that the C A R D
Act requires students under 21 to
have their parents cosign a credit card
application unless they can prove
that they can make the payments.
Andrew Ibrahim, freshman
business administration major, said
"Your parents have been involved
with your whole financial life before
you got a credit card. Why shouldn't
they be involved with it after?"
Halaychik said that students do
SEE C A R D A C T 2

DECISION

2·010
Written by:
Annarely Rodrig u ez

Joshua Fequiere, senior athletic training major, uses his credit card to buy a meal at Subway. The CARD
Act of 2009 changes some of the ways that students use credit cards.

N S U will host debates between
Florida's candidates for senator and
governor on Oct. 19 and Oct. 20. The
debates will be televised throughout
the state from the Rose and Alfred
Miniaci Performing Arts Center at 7
p.m . .
Senatorial candidates Republican Marco Rubio. Independent Charlie Crist, and Democrat
Kendrick Meek will participate in
the debate on Oct. 19. The following
day, gubernatorial candidates Democrat Alex Sink and Republican Rick
Scott will debate.
"We want our students to be
part of the community where they
live. These two elections will be very
important to the state and, I think,
to the nation because we want a
balance of power in Congress," said
SEE DEBATES 2
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Eric Silk, visiting instructor in
the division of Social and Behavioral
Sciences, said there have been
reports of serious side effects such as
hospitalization, paranoia, psychosis,
dependence and withdrawal. However, even with such effects, K2 is
legal in 44 states, including Florida.
"What is important to remember
is that the actual effects of the drug,
the high, or behavioral intoxication,
can be very dangerous, especially
when it comes to what you do while
intoxicated," said Silk.
Gaylor Lopez, director of the
Georgia Poison Center, said that
the herb, which is also known as
Spice, Tribal Warrior, and Fire and
Ice, is 15 times more powerful than
marijuana. Due to this finding, the
Drug Enforcement Administration
is investigating what K2 consists
of. Depending on the results of the
investigation, the DEA will make a
decision about the drug's legality.
Kash Hassan, junior biology
major, said, "If they won't allow
[people] to smoke regular weed,
which doesn't have any side effects
except make you hungry, but they let
you smoke this, that's just retarded.
It should be illegal if it has such
side effects. Why not legalize the
real thing?"
K2 is sold online as incense, in
19cal head shops, and is advertised in
magazines as an herbal product not
meant for consumption. However,

some buyers have ignored this
disclaimer and substituted marijuana
for K2.
Huxlande Petigny, junior biology major, said she thinks K2
should be legal, but that it should
have some restrictions.
"If it is dangerous, people
shouldn't take it in large quantities.
Even legal drugs can be harmful in
large doses," said Petigny.
Last winter an NSU students
was caught smoking K2, but since
it is legal, the Office of Residential
Life and Housing handled it as a
smoking violation.
"If caught smoking in a [dorm]
room, it's dealt with as a smoking
violation. There are possible outcomes depending on whether the
smoking is a habitual thing or a
one-time deal. It also depends if the
student is cooperative or respectful
and if it's causing an issue with
roommates," said Daren Capirchio,
assistant director of Residential Life
and Housing.
Silk said that if K2 is banned,
companies could substitute the
product's ingredients. As laws are
introduced, the companies will
evolve, he said.
"In my opinion, that could be
very problematic because it will just
foster the introduction of more and
more novel substances to the market
and increase crimiilal penalties and
social costs," said Silk.

From left to right: Candidate for senator, Kendrick Meek, democrat; Candidate for senator, Marco Rubio, republican; Candidate for senator, Charlie Crist,
independent; Candidate for governor, Rick Scott, republican ; Candidate for governor, Alex Sink, democrat.

Dave Dawson, executive director of
University Relations.
NSU will telecast the debates
in the Knight Auditorium, in the
Carl DeSantis Building, for students,
faculty and staff.
Adriana Bolivar, junior psychology major, said, "It's cooler
than Bob Dylan - not that there's
anything wrong with Bob Dylan
- but it's nice that after having
UFC fighters, NSU is showing an
academic side."
Brian Montero, senior psychology major, said he thinks
debates are very important during
election time.

"Debates give us an idea of
what they're thinking and how they
react under pressure," he said.
The debates are part .4)f· Vll'
"Decision 2010: Before you vote"
project, which was created by
Leadership Florida and the Florida
Press Association. Antonio Mora,
WFOR anchor, will moderate
both debates.
After the viewing in the
DeSantis Building, the audience
may participate in a discussion
about the debate and a poll about
who they think won it. Each Student
Educational Center will also host
debate viewings, but locations have

not been announced yet.
Dawson said this is the second
time NSU will host the gubernatorial
and senatorial debates. He said
the university also welcomed the
candidates in 2004, when Charlie
Crist ran for governor.
"This is a very critical and
interesting exchange in a very
competitive race. This is a state-wide
televised event that will pOSition
NSU directly at the center of an
important time in Florida's history,"
said Dawson.

CARD ACT from 1

not have to avoid credit cards, but
that they should know if they are
disciplined enough to have one.
"If you're really undisciplined
and if you're going to get a credit
card, give it to your parents to hold
or cut it up so that you can't use it,
but you still have it on your credit
because it's good to b.e able to build

credit early so that you can get those
things in life later that you want,"
she said.
Halaychik said that students'
credit can impact whether they can
rent or buy a house and the type of
vehicle they drive. Also, employers
will often check on a potential
employee's or· a current employee's

credit to see how trustworthy they
are. This is why students who choose
to use a credit card should be sure
that they pay it off every month to
build good credit.
"It's so much easier to maintain
and build good credit than it is to
try to recover from bad credit,"
Halaychik said.
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Students in debt across America:
Loan debt higher than
credit card debt
Written by:
K erenMoros
The load that students carry on
their backs isn't just their backpacks.
It's mounting student loans.
According to student aid Web
sites FinAid.org and FastWeb.com,
student loan debts total $850 billion.
A July report from the Federal
Reserve said that credit card debt
totals $823 billion.
Diana Galvez, senior nursing
major, said that she wasn't surprised
that student loan debt is higher than
credit card debt.
"I'm pretty much going to have
to pay my loans for couple of years,"
she said. "In the end, it's worth it
because in the end you get the career
that you want. It's a little sacrifice to
get there."
April Halaychik, assistant director of loan operations and management in Enrollment and Student
Services, said that while the numbers
may sound discouraging, responsiblyborrowed student loans can benefit
students' futures and are more
profitable than credit card debt.
"If you use your student loans
wisely, they can increase in value
in that you'll be able to pay for aD.
education and get a job with which
you're able to payoff those loans
and make an additional amount of
money," she said.
On the other hand, Halaychik
said that the right way to use credit
cards is to pay the bills before the
end of the payment cycle in order to

build credit. However, most people
don't use them this way.
"A credit card is, generally,
bad debt," she said. "It's actually a
better thing to have student loan debt
versus credit card debt if you had to
have one or the other."
Caitlyn Carney, sophomore athletic training major, said that she
doesn't regret having student loans
even though she doesn't know how
she's going to pay them back.
''I'm going to be able to do
what I want because of my loans,"
she said.
Halaychik said that while a part
of the increase in loan debt is due
to increased tuition, many students
borrow more than they need.
"When you see the harsh stories
in the news where students are in a
position where they can't afford to
buy a home after they've gone to
school and gotten their degree, if you
really delved a little deeper, you' 11
see that they took more than they
needed," she said.
Halaychik said that, generally,
students who take out loans will either
get a subsidized or an unsubsidized
federal loan. Subsidized loans are
based on need. A student who is
dependent on a parent's income will
not qualify for the loan if the parent's
income is significantly high.
"Subsidized does not accrue
interest while they're in school,"
Halaychik said. "The thing with the
unsubsidized loan is that the interest
compounds quarterly, so by the time
the student graduates they have
not only what they borrowed due,

NSU to host DisAbilities Expo
The 31 annual DisAbilities Expo
will take place in the Alvin Sherman
Library and the Don Taft University
Center on Oct. 16 from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. The event will feature more than
60 presenters, sign language bingo,
educational seminars, entertainment,
health information, arts and crafts, and
other activities. This event is open to
the public.
A lesson on living
On Oct. 19, Jordan Burnham will
speak about his attempted suicide
and depression in the Commons
Residence Hall, Room 123 at 12
p.m. CNN, CBS, ESPN, People
Magazine and Sports Illustrated
have also featured Burnham 's story.
Refreshments will be provided.

COURTESY OF CASHCOLLEGEREVOLUTION.COM

After graduation, students often find themselves tied down by student loans.

but already have that compounded
interest due so it's really important
for students to know the type of aid
that they're borrowing," she said.
Halaychik said she recommended that students use private
loans offered by baitks ' and only
use student loan agencies as a last
resort because federal loans have
more benefits.
"They're [private loans] not
regulated like federal loans are, so
a lot of times the interest rates can
be 18, 20 percent. It gets a lot more
expensive," she said. "They're based

on credit. The worse the credit, the
higher the interest rate and the more
it's going to cost the student."
Halaychik said that her advice
to students is to live like students
while they're in school, so that they
do not have to live like students for
the rest of their lives.
"Figure out what you really
need and only borrow that and
send the rest back, decline the rest.
Otherwise, you're going to be in a
tough situation when you get your
degree," she said.

Sharks unit.
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Verizon gives back millions to
overcharged customers
Verizon wireless will return between
$30 million and $90 million to
customers who were charged for
data they did not use over the last
two years. The U.S . Federal Communications Commission has been
investigating the company since
January, when customers complained of the charges. According
to a statement Verizon released, the
company will attribute the credits to
current customers' future bills, and
will mail checks to custumers who
are no longer with the company.
Anthony DeNapoli named
executive director of
International Affairs
Chancellor Ray Ferrero Jr. promoted
Anthony DeNapoli, Ed. D., dean of
International Affairs in the Fischler
School of Education and Human
Services, to executive director
of NSU's newly-created Office of
International Affairs. In his role
as executive director, DeNapoli
will coordinate existing and new
programs that promote NSU in
other countries.
Americans lost in balloon race
Italian authorities have stopped
searching for two Americans whose
balloon went down because of severe weather during a balloon race
on Sept. 29. Authorities said that the
weather made survival very difficult
and that they didn't find any parts
of the balloon. Although the balloon
was equipped with life vests and
rafts, authorities did not find any
signs of the crash or the survivors in
the 3,600 square miles they covered.
University of Pennsylvania
partners with NSU affiliate
The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania picked up
two projects from The Common
Knowledge Scholarship Foundation,
which is based at NSU. The foundation will work with the university
to develop, implement and award
Common Knowledge's Department
of Homeland Security Common
Knowledge Scholarship and U.S.
Cyber Challenge Common Knowledge Scholarship.
Chinese prisoner receives Nobel
Peace Prize
Liu Xiaobo, a Chinese man in jail
for speaking out against China's
communist government, received
this year's Nobel Peace Prize. Liu
is serving an 11-year sentence he
started in 2009. President Barack
Obama, who received the award last
year, asked the Chinese. government
to release Li.u last week when he
won the award.
Man says cocaine in his butt is
not his
Last week, Florida deputies stopped
a man for speeding on the highway.
The officers smelled marijuana in the
man's car, but, when they searched
him, they found marijuana and crack
cocaine between the man's buttocks. Raymond Stanley Roberts,
the speedeF, said the marijuana was
his, but the cocaine was not.

------

-
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A college mascot
Written ~'Y:
Razor the Shark
Razor the Shark is not majoring
in anything, but he is a/ways on
campus. He doesn't just hang out
here, he has represented NSU at
games and -campus events as the
universitY's mascot since 2005.
As a young shark, I had always
dreamed of becoming a mascot at
a prestigious university. There is
something about rallying behind the
home team and leading the crowd in
cheers that appealed to me.
In 2005, I was contacted by
NSU's athletic department and asked
to serve as the school's new mascot. I
was ecstatic. Although I had no idea
of what would come during the next
several years, I was proud to serve as
NSU's first Razor the Shark.
When I arrived on the NSU
campus, I was awestruck by how
beautiful and diverse it was. I was
a little nervous about how my first
night on the job would go and the

impression I would make on NSU
fans. Thankfully, the season kicked off
with a bang and the NSU community
made me feel right at home.
I'll never forget the exhilarating
feeling I had when I stepped onto
the volleyball court for the first
time. That night marked the first of
many gaines I would spend jumping,
cheering, dancing and falling for
NSU athletics.
My greatest moments include
interacting with the fans at the
home games. Basketball games are
probably where I had a lot of great
highlights. There was the time I
broke the broom to wipe the sweat
and water off the court. Then there
was a time when the opposing team
threw our player into the water cooler
and I brought out boxing gloves from
the locker room. And there were the
times I would dive in the middle of
the court toward the opposing teams'
benches to the "Jaws" theme and
end with the dance of the year like
"the Jerk" or the "Soulja Boy" or
would imitate Michael Jackson.

Other than basketball games,
NSU community events such as
NSU CommunityFest, new student
orientation and open house were
exciting because they gave me an
opportunity to represent NSU to those
who were interested in attending
the school. My mannerisms, like
sneaking up on people and scaring
them or holding on to people's ankles
while they were walking, were
always funny.
The greatest highlight of being
Razor, though, was being with the
kids and seeing how excited they
got when they saw me or how they
got scared of me and cried hysterically and loudly and ran back to
their parents.
Overall, there have been so
many highlights of being NSU's
mascot that I can't describe them all.
Every time I am on campus, my goal
is to represent NSU to the fullest and
make sure that everyone around me
is smiling and having fun!
COURTESY OF ADAM TSAKONAS

Razor the Shark jokes with fans at NSU CommunityFest, an annual event.

FACULTY SPOTUGHI CECIUA ROKUSEK
Written by:
KerenMoros
Cecilia Rokusek reminds people that Czechoslovakia is no longer
one country. She should know. In
2008, she was appointed by the
Slovak ambassador to the U.S . as the
11th honorary consul of the Slovak
Republic - the second woman to
take the title.
At NSU, she is a professor of
public health and family medicine at
the College of Osteopathic Medicine.
She is also the executive director
of the Florida Coastal Geriatric
Resources Education and Training
Center and the project manager of
the Center for Bioterrorism and
All-Hazards Preparedness Training
and Research.

Rokusek has been at NSU since
2006, but has been teaching for
34 years. Although she became an
administrator at a young age, she said
her heart has always been in teaching.
"Education is, probably, the
best profession you can be in," she
said. "Being a teacher is a lifelong
education. And if you like being a
student, it's your opportunity to be
a student for life. But you can be a
student in inspiring and teaching
and motivating others. So I always
said, 'I'm a teacher first and an
administrator second. '"
Rokusek expresses her love for
teaching through the advice that she
gives her students.
"When you leave here, never
stop learning," she said. "Don't think
that just because you have a degree

that's the end, so never stop learning.
See it as a constant process. Make
sure that in life, you always balance
work and play, so that you work hard.
Always work hard, but always take
time to play. Don't stop working just
because you're a certain age. Always
think about the joy of working."
Although Rokusek received
tenure at the age of 29 at Mount
Marty College in South Dakota she
turned it down to teach nutrition
at the University of South Dakota
because she said she was looking for
new challenges. Rokusek said that
she is still "a mover and a shaker."
"I don't ask, 'Why are we doing
the same thing every day?' I ask, 'Do
we need to be doing the same thing
every day?' And if it's good, fine. But,
if we need to change it, how can we

OF SCOTT

Cecilia Rokusek is a professor of public health
and family medicine at the College of Osteopathic Medicine.

change it? Let's not get in a rut and let's
always look for more opportunities
and don't be satisfied with the status
quo all the time," she said.
Apart from her jobs at NSU, she
is the international vice president of
the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and
Sciences and a member of the Czech
and Slovak Cultural Club of North
Miami. She and her husband, Robert,
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play the piano and the accordion and
love to entertain at home. She is
fluent in Czech and Slovak and still
keeps the cultural traditions that her
parents taught her.
"We all have a cultural bearing
and foundation," she said. "I think
it's really important - no matter
if you're Irish, German, French,
whatever - that you learn what that
is and you learn to embrace it."
Rokusek is proud of the grants
that the College of Osteopathic
Medicine has received and her
vision for NSU's future is that it
grows in the area of research.
"I would hope, most of all, that I
will instill in this university a passion
for and committed programming in
the area of ongoing research and the
. generation of new funding sources
to build our research and to support
grant activities in training and
service," she said.

~ispanic

Heritage Month:
Transforming obsolete
objects into art

Written by:
Brandon Bielich
A collection of crushed plastic
bottles lay in a pile. Each discarded
SEI-brand container resembles a
19th century soldier's canteen. Back
then, each canteen held water - a
refreshing and prized commodity
for any soldier engrossed in grueling
combat. At first glance today, each
bottle is merely a piece of empty,
mangled plastic. In the eyes of Juana
Valdes, however, each bottle is an
essential component of a work of art.
Valdes is a visual artist who
often collects obsolete items and
transforms them into artwork representative of her life experience. She
said her goal is to provoke viewers'
thoughts and memories about the
forgotten objects' original purpose
and personal significance.
Born In Cuba, Valdes grew up in
Miami before moving to New York
to pursue her passion. She studied
sculpture at the Parsons School of
Design, earning her bachelor of fine
arts degree in 1991. She completed
a master of fine arts degree at the
School of Visual Arts two years later.
After a variety of residencies in New
York and abroad, she returned to
Miami in 2009.
Valdes spoke about her work
on Sept. 28 during "Ole!," part
of NSU's celebration of Hispanic
Heritage Month. The event included
a showcase of art created by Farquhar
College of Arts and Sciences' students and presentations from a trio
of Latin literary and visual artists,
including Valdes.
With her 2009 piece "SE H20,"
Valdes said she aimed to increase
awareness about water and its
looming starcity in the modern world.
"Water is on its way to (again)
becoming one of our most valuable
commodities," she said. "What
does that mean for bottled water
consumers?"
Valdes provides a subtle prediction within the artwork itself. She
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COURTESY OF JUANA VALDES

Valdes completed "The Journey Within" between
2002 and 2003 during a residency in the
Netherlands. The work features a series of 78 cast
porcelain boats. Valdes crafted the small boats to
invoke a state of childlike innocence and serenity,
. reminiscent of her experiences with paper boats.

removed the "I" from each bottle so
that the label inscription reads "SE."
"In Spanish, when you say the
word 'se' it means you're thirsty,"
Valdes said.
Although not always the focus
of consumption, water remains a
recurring theme in Valdes' work.
"The Journey Within," which
She completed between 2002 and
2003 during a residency in the
Netherlands, features a series of 78
cast-porcelain boats. Valdes crafted
the small boats to invoke a state of
childlike innocence and serenity.
"The boats reminded me of my
childhood and playing with boats that
were made out of paper," she said.
"I recalled how we used to jump in
puddles and the great deal of fun we
had putting the boats in the water."
Valdes' "Journey" also resonated with viewers at the "OIe!" event.
"The piece was very moving
for me," said Andrea Shaw, Ph.D.,
assistant director of the Division of
Humanities in the Farquhar College
of Arts and Sciences, and organizer
of the event.
Shaw, who like Valdes is an
immigrant of Caribbean descent, said
the boats "signal the varied migration
patterns of Caribbean people."
Identity is also a key component
of Valdes' work. In many ways, her
art is a visual representation of her
quest for true identity.
"I'm Cuban. I'm African. I'm
Chinese, so I have all those identities
within me," she said. "They tend
to shift as I move through society.
Sometimes they come out in my
work, but sometimes they don't."

Sleeping with the enemy:
Bed bug infestations on the rise
Written by:
KerenMoros
Mothers around the country
aren't kidding when they tell their
children, "Don't let the bed bugs bite."
Recently, a Nike store in
Manhattan shut down because of a
bed bug infestation. The Sirius XM
studios also had bed bugs. And, four
dorm rooms at Lehigh University in
Pennsylvania were infested with bed
bugs. These and other recent reports
prompted the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to issue a joint statement
informing the public about bed bugs.
Ron Harrison, technical services director for Orkin Pest Control,
said that bed bugs are very common
and are found in one out of every
hundred hotel rooms. He said they
may be found in dorm rooms as well.
"I don't think there's a college
campus in the U.S. that hasn't been
exposed to beg bugs," said Harrison.
"Athletes and others who travel tend
to track them into dorms."
However, Rod Colas, associate
director for the Office of Residential
Life and Housing, said that NSU
dorms haven't had· any issues with
bed bugs. Colas said that bed bugs
are not naturally present in dorms
and that they usually appear when
students bring something into the
room, like a couch.
"Our mattresses are anti-bacterial and have latex in them," said
Colas. "They are impervious to bed
bugs. They can't even live in them. A
lot of schools have been using these
mattresses."·
Colas said that NSU dorms are
inspected regularly. He said dorms
go through a health and safety
inspection every October and any
issues found must be addressed
within 24 hours.
"We talk to them [students] in
terms of making sure they keep .their
rooms clean," Colas said. "Resident
assistants go over the rules and
regulations with them."
Colas said that resident assist-

Recent reports of bed bugs in university dorms have raised concern about bed bug infestations

ants rely on students to inform them
of bed bugs. If a student reports
bed bugs, pest control is hired and
resident assistants make sure that
students wash their clothes and
linens in the room.
"It can spread very rapidly so we
have to stay on top of those things,"
Colas said. "Our staff follows up
with that particular student."
Harrison said that good hygiene
helps ward off bed bugs.
"The ·more cluttered your room
is, the harder they are to find," he
said. "Often, they're in the headboard
of the bed or the box spring."
Harrison said that students
should inspect their suitcases and the
places where they sleep if they are
spending the night outside of their
dorm. They should also make sure
that others who visit their dorms and
bring suitcases don't carry bed bugs
with them.
Harrison said that although
students living in dorms do not have
to worry about bed bugs, they should
be · aware of them and avoid habits
that would attract them.
According to Harrison, a sign of
bed bugs is a black ink-like stain on
bed sheets. This stain is the bed bugs'
fecal matter.
He also recommends that students use mattress encasements and
place plastic encasements, called
climbups, near bed posts. Bed bugs
can crawl into the climb ups, but
cannot get out and die.

According to Harrison, adult
bed bugs are the size of apple seeds
while the babies are much smaller.
They are nocturnal and feed on
blood. He said that bed bugs do not
spread disease, but that the bites
might become irritated and infected
if the person scratches them.
"Most people do not feel the
bite at all," Harrison said. "Even
if you're awake, there's only a 10
percent chance that you'll feel it."
Harrison said that professionals
use both chemical and non-chemical
methods to ·eradicate bed bugs.
Some non-chemical methods include
heating, freezing or steaming the bed!
bugs. They also use dry ice because
the carbon dioxide released by the
dry ice is poisonous to the bugs. If
a toxic method is used, it will be one
that is least toxic to people, kills the
bugs quickly and lasts a long time.
"If the professional does a good
job, then the chances are very,. very
low that they will return unless you
are frequenting a hotel that has bed
bugs," Harrison said. "If the service
.is done properly then that population
should be eradicated."
Rajiv Radhakishun, freshman
business major who lives in the
Commons Residence Hall, said that
he nas never had trouble with bed
bugs, but that he would get a new
mattress if he ever did;
''I'm concerned now," he said.
"I'm going to search my bed for
bed bugs."

Dinner out raises ·a",areness
and funds for autisIn
yf,.;;'ltten ~}':
AndraLiwag
Families packed the restaurant
with · more queuing in line to get
in. A trio of girls giggled gleefully
while having their faces painted.
At the next table, children danced
colorful balloon animals through
the ' air. Amidst the palpable joy,
heaping piles of pancakes, sizzling
mozzarella sticks and bubbling
apple crisps were delivered to tables.
"I have never seen it like this,"
said a Denny's server. "This is
amazing."
Though the recipients of these
meals came from all different walks
of life, they were united by a common
culture. Each person in the restaurant
that night was touched in 'some way
by the autism spectrum . disorder.
And all ate at Denny's located at
5645 South University Drive in

Davie on Sept. 27 to raise funds
physical and ended with Paul
for the University of Miami-Nova
Blankfield, 36, leaving the restaurant
Southeastern University Center for
in handcuffs.
Autism and Related Disabilities,
Though this experience is an
known as the UM-NSU CARD.
extreme example, other parents
"This is a wonderful night,"
who have children with autism said
said patron Bruce Blitrnan, · who
they can relate. It starts with looks
has worked with the UM-NSU
or stares, said Davie resident Kelly
Myers. Her daughter Hannah, 12,
CARD group as a family and circuit
has autism. Myers · can remember
mediator. "Not everyone can afford
several incidents while eating out
to give money, but a lot of people
over the years - the most vivid
contribute their time and services
and can participate in an event like
when Hannah was three years old.
this to raise awareness."
"We were at a restaurant and
this woman started making rude
The event was held in honor of
comments and pretty soon I was
a family that was allegedly attacked
screaming at her, too. She just had
after trying to enjoy a similar
no idea," Myers said.
evening recently.
During the fundraiser at
Richard Bennett, his wife Sonia and sons Nicholas, 3, and Samuel, 5,
Denny's, incidents like these seemed
who has autism, were eating dinner . like a distant memory. Restaurant
owner Adam Jacobs said everyone is
at the Boynton Beach Olive Garden
welcome at his restaurant.
when another patron complained
about Samuel's behavior. Within a
"Autism is a complex disorder
few minutes, the argument turned
and we are proud to support such

Members of the Myers and Huza families from Davie enjoy an evening out while supporting autism
awareness, Monday, Sept. 24 at the Denny's restaurant in Oavie. Both of these farnilies are touched by
autism spectrum disorder, which according to Autism Speaks affects one in every 110 children.

an important cause ·and · wonderful
organization," Jacobs said. "It is
important that our customers know
we welcome all our guests."
In addition to prOViding the
venue, Jacobs' restaurant also
donated 20 percent of the evening's
revenue to the UM-NSU CARD.
The non-profit group, housed at
NSU, provides free family support,
outreach and educational support
services to children and adults of
all levels of intellectual functioning,

who have autism and autistic-like
disabilities, deaf-blindness and pervasive developmental disorders.
The group serves more than 5,400
families currently in Broward,
Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.
The UM-NSU CARD has
worked with Denny's, Pizza Loft and
other local restaurants to host Autism
Awareness Nights and organizers
said they hope to schedule several
more in the future.
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Shoes not required:
An increasing number of runners ditch
their sneakers for a new challenge
Written

.~-~-----~-
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KerenMoros
Running barefoot isn't just for
three-year-olds.
"I think it's gaining popularity,"
said Monique Mokha, .associate
professor of athletic training and
exercise science at NSU and former
director of Barry University's Runner's Clinic. "It's another way to
challenge yourself and, of course,
we in South Florida have perfect
weather for it."
However, Mokha said that
barefoot running is more taxing on
the calf and foot muscles.
"When you do barefoot running,
you land more on the middle or the .
front portion of your foot," she said.
"On shoes, you land on your heel and
roll forward."
Rashida Allen, senior c9mmunication studies major and member
of the track and field team, said that
she exercises often on the sand but
doesn't normally run barefoot.
"Maybe on turf grass," she said.
"It feels good like a carpet. But my
feet feel good in shoes."
Jennifer Alvarez, freshman
athletic training major, often runs
to exercise but does not like to dirty
her feet.
"I'm always in socks," she said.
"I don't like being barefoot at all. I
even run in shoes on the beach."
Mokha said that barefoot
running is not for everybody. Those
who have not run before should not
start with barefoot running and avid

TOOlDuch,
too young

Senior communication studies major Rashida Allen runs barefoot near Gold Circle Lake. Barefoot running
taxes the calf and foot muscles more than running in shoes does, making it an ideal challenge for avid
runners.

runners should introduce barefoot
running into their training gradually.
"They should be pre,tty fit,
pretty free of injury already and have
the running body type," she said.
"So somebody who is 50 pounds
overweight is going to be injured.
Jose Antonio, Ph.D., assistant
professor of exercise science and
biology, said that the extra weight ·
of running shoes may contribute to
greater energy cost and less efficient
running, but that barefoot running
may bring other issues that outweigh
its benefits.
"Most people do not think of

Rollins College defeated the Sharks 3-1 on
Oct. 2. Tampa University also defeated the
Sharks 3-1 on Oct. 6.

running economy," he said. "Instead,
they are more focused on not tripping
over random objects on the ground.
The last thing you want to worry
about while running is cutting the
soles of your feet by stepping on a
sharp object."
Antonio said that he recommends that barefoot runners find
a safe surface to run on like sand
or grass.
"As long as the surface you run
on is safe, that is, nothing that will
penetrate your skin, it is very safe,"
Antonio said.

Women's soccer tied with conference rivals,
Rollins College, 2-2 after double-overtime.

Professional soccer players
are getting younger and younger
and it is causing problems.
Even before they are old
enough to drive, budding soccer
players are pinpointed as future
stars. Before they are old enough
to graduate high school, aspiring
soccer players have agents. And
before they are old enough to
have a job, promiSing soccer
players are fast -tracked on the
road to superstardom. However,
it is on this road where young
soccer players face their biggest
obstacles; adulation, fame and
fortune. They are given too
much, too soon.
Young soccer players have
lost touch with reality. Historically, young professionals
had to earn their stripes · by
doing menial chores such as
cleaning the locker rooms,
cleaning the older players' cleats
and, sometimes, painting the
goalposts. It was irrelevant how
talented players were, they had
to pay their dues before even
getting a chance at the pros.
The chores instilled discipline into the players. Young
players in that era understood
. hard work, it was a privilege
and an honor to be carrying out
those tasks. To make the first
team was like the Holy Grail.
Nowadays, young professionals
have replaced their paintbrushes
and brooms with Bentleys
and blondes.
Soccer is the world's biggest sport and it has become big
business over the last twenty
years. The money that circulates
within the game is incredible
and young soccer players are
reaping the benefits.
Everybody is VYing for a
slice of the financial pie. In order
to get that slice of pie, teams
need to perform on the field and
in order to perform on the field,
teams need the best players.
Soccer teams are always looking
for the next best thing - the

next superkid. Soccer teams
always need young players.
In this modern era, if a
young soccer player has what
it takes to perform on the big
stage, they are thrusted into the
limelight. Soccer clubs need
quick results and large profits.
If a young soccer player has the
ingredients, the organization
gains a bigger slice of the pie.
In return budding young stars
are showered with the kind of
luxuries previously exclusive
to seasoned professionals and
movie stars. With a barrage
of riches at their disposal
young players appear to have
everything they could ever need
- this is where problems start.
The lifestyle afforded young
soccer players is attractive.
Young players suddenly have
the world at their finger tips,
but they lose all sense of reality.
They seem to forget their humble
beginnings and start to believe in
their own hype. They suddenly
believe they are the center of the
universe.
Soccer players, especially
in Europe, have become A-list
celebrities and multi -millionaires
which is fueling a culture for
21st Century soccer players who
expect and get too much, too
soon and too easily.
Young soccer players making headlines for all the wrong
reasons are becoming regular ·
occurrences. World superstars
such as Wayne Rooney, John
Terry and Ashley Cole have all
been subject to intense media
scrutiny after their extra marital
affairs, Newcastle United player,
Joey Barton has twice been convicted of violence charges due
to incidents away from soccer.
The demand on young
players in the modern era has
intensified because of the amount
of money that circulates within
the sport. Young players need
to be brought down to earth and
taught a little humility.

CLASSIFIEDS
"New Client Special"
20% off haircut and/or haircut/style or
30% off any chemical service (perm, color, etc.)
By appointment only

Women's volleyball struggled to find their form
away from home this week. The Sharks were
defeated 3-0 by Rollins College on Oct. 1, 3-2 by
Florida Southern University on Oct. 2 and 3-0 by
conference rivals Barry University on Oct. 5.

Please call Naomi
(954) 325-0062
Mary's Salon
4210 S. University Dr.
Davie, FL 33328
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Nova Southeastern University students,
it's the best four years of your life.
Make sure you never miss a thing.
Palm Pre~ Plus and Palm Pixi Plus connect more of your life, which makes them the perfect
phones for college. With your favorite apps, social networks, videos, games, and
automatically updated contacts and calendars, you can make the most of every minute.
W

Save 8% off basic
monthly service charges
with a qualified plan.
Bring your student 10 to an AT&T Store
today and mention code 94120 or go to
att.com/wireless/nsusharks
Save even more with new lowered-price data plans
and stay connected via text, email, and the Web! Ask
an AT&T representative for more details'

Availableac
1920 S. University Drive, Davie. Florida

(954) 473- 4004
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Written by:
Giuliana Scagliotti

How does it feel to be back?
"We had a show in Palm Beach
and it was awesome. It was a great
homecoming. I love playing in my
home state. I lived here until I was
20 years old."

Bob Dylan

-

"What song is this?" I ask. My
friend, sitting next to me, responds,
"I'm not sure. It's just f***ing
Dylan, and that's all that matters"and he's right.
For days, I asked myself how
this could be happening. How could
this behemoth of an artist be driving
up to our little campus, and giving
us this opportunity to witness a
moment in time, similar to another
moment shared by someone else
before, decades ago - Bob Dylan
in concert?
Just minutes after eight o'clock,
as many still waited in lines for
snacks and drinks, there was no
opening act. There were no fireworks.
No laser shows. No videos. Quite
simply, the six-piece band came out,
led by the one and only Mr. Dylan,
and began to play. Seconds after,
a roar was heard passing through
the arena.
Bob Dylan led his band through
his arsenal of songs like, "I'll be your
baby tonight," "The Levees gonna
break," and "Just like a woman." Not
knowing what to expect, I assumed
that Dylan would appear aged, frail
and weak, but to the delight of the
audience, it was just the opposite.
The experienced artist showed no
signs of slowing down or tiring.
He switched between instruments
with the energy of a gazelle. First,
a guitar. Then, a keyboard. Later, a

-harmonica, and so on. As he played,
a shadow was cast on the backdrop,
which painted perfectly the frame
of the man on stage. When staring
at it long enough, it seemed as if
the- silhouette was reality, and this
was merely some sort of dream, or
a vision of a ghost, but a glance back
toward the stage served as a kind
reminder that this was indeed as real
as it gets, and legends do exist.
Perhaps, the best part was the
purity of it all. Dylan only spoke
once between songs, and this was
merely to introduce his band. One
got the impression that he wasn't
there to be a celebrity, or to put on
a show, or to perform. He was just a
man on a stage doing what he loves
- playing music. He just happened
to be sharing that with 4,500 people
who stood in awe while he did it.
In fact, when Dylan is onstage,
he doesn't even seem aware of the
aura he has produced in the arena. It
seems as, though it's a big deal to us,
to him it's just what he does, who he
is. He is doing what we should all be
doing, labOring in his passion, and
we are witnessing it.
At the end of the show, I
realized, there are few acts that I
might ever have the chance to see,
that could compare to this - any
Beatle, the Rolling Stones, or Led
Zepellin, -are the only ones that
come to mind. It is an unforgettable
experience that I hope to tell my kids
about someday and share with them
that I was there the day that Dylan
came to NSU. Where were you?
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One-on-one with
Scott Stapp of Creed
You know Creed. You-'ve heard
"With Arms Wide Open," (and if
you haven't, then you should) which
catapulted the band to biggestband-in-the-world status in the
early 2000s. But do you know
Scott Stapp?
Scott Stapp is the lead singer of
Creed, the band who sold more than
40 million albums, but dismantled in
2004. In 2005, Stapp released a solo
album called "The Great Divide." He,
then, recorded a song with Carlos
Santana and worked with The Doors.
Creed reunited in 2009. Although
according to ScottStappofficial.com,
Stapp already recorded songs for
a second solo album. Creed's firsf
album after their reunion, "Full
circle," was released in 2009 The
band just completed their 2010 Tour,
in September. Scott Stapp performed
at Revolution Live on Sept. 28.
Before his performance he
called in to NSU's RadioX and spoke
to The Current.

JiViitten by:
Juan Gallo
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Scott Stapp of the alternative rock band, Creed, called in to the -RadioX studios last week and gave The
Current a one-on-one interview.

You just toured with your band
and as a single artist. Do the tours
overlap? How do you handle that?
"It's what I love to do; play music,
write, create and record. I have a
studio at home and my sori plays
guitar and my wife plays the
tambourine. It's a team effort. We're
all involved. I couldn't do it without
my CEO, my wife. We're Bonnie
and Clyde. She's my partner. Like
my assistant with benefits. I strive to
-be like my wife."

Do you get to go to your old
hangouts?
"My life consists of two 12 year
old boys, my nephew and son, my
daughter, and my wife. We're always
on the move. My life outside of music
is my family. I always prefer going to
a baseball game with my kids. My
family goes on tour with me."

prayer. It will have a residual impact
in my life and career forever."
Your favorite musician is Jim
Morrison. Why?
"I like the way he approached his
lyric writing, I like his approach to
lyric writing along with BP11o. In
studying The Doors and learning
about them, Jim looked at lyrics
as a piece of art and body within
themselves. It taught me. I try to
write it in a way to stand alone.
Helped me figure out that I could
transition experiences into songs.
His writing influenced me most."

How is it to be back with your band?
"It's very healing to be reunited.
It's a chance to reflect; have fun and
hang out."
What's it like to play with Santana
on his new album?
"It was a blessing. I'm humbled
that he even asked. It's an answer of

What is your favorite song from
The Doors?
"It depends on the mood. I couldn't
pick one. A few are 'Light My Fire,'
'Roadhouse Blues' and 'Riders on
The Storm. '"

Saturday 10.16
vs. Tampa Bay Lightning
BankAtlantic Center in Sunrise 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10.12

Rock n' Brew- 93 Rock

Miami Heat vs. CSKA
Moscow (Exhibitio n)

Hard Rock Live in Hollywood 1:00 p.m.

American Airlines Arena in Miami 7:30 p.m.

Sugarland with Little Big Town
and Randy Montana Cruzan

Wednesday 10.13
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Ampitheater in West Palm Beach
7:30 p.m.

(Oct. 12-16)
Broward Center for the
Performing Arts
Au Renu Theatre
2:00 and 8:00 p.m.

The Flaming Lips
Sunset Cove Ampitheater in Boca Raton 8:00 p.m.

Vampire Weekend
The Fillmore in Miami Beach 8:00 p.m.

Thursday 10.14

Sunday 10.17
Circo de los Horrores
James L. Knight Ce nter in Miami
3:00 and 7:00 p.m.

Matt & Kim
Culture Room in
Ft. Lauderdale
7:30 p.m.

BoneThugs N
Harmony
Revolution Live in Ft.
Lauderdale 7:00 p.m.

Friday 10.15
Built
to Spill
Culture Room in Ft. Lauderdale 8:00 p.m

The Village of Horrors (thru the 31 st)
War Memorial Auditorium in Ft. Lauderdale
7:00 p.m.

Monday 10.18

db Miami Heat

(fl

NlIANllJ
HEAT

VS. Charlotte Bobcats
(Exhibition) American Airlines Arena

in Miami 7:30 p.m.
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Friend suggestion: "The Social Network"
had a major role in what eventually
became Facebook. Rooney Mara
plays a small, but important part
as Zuckerberg's girlfriend, Erica
Albright. I haven't seen her in
Director David Fincher and
writer Aaron Sorkin, with Kevin
anything before, but the girl can
Spacey in the executive producer
deliver a Sorkin script like she was
chair, engineered a skillfully enterborn to do it.
taining film, fueled with talent that
I was sitting on the edge of my
seat from beginning to the end. In the
keeps you marveling through the
first scene, Zuckerberg is annoying,
end. Every word, every scene and
within every character shines genius,
and methodically insulting, to his
girlfriend Erica Albright · (Rooney
humor, irony, and most of all, the guts
Mara), and triggers a break-up. The
that make this film significant to the
anger leads Mark to his dorm room
Facebook generation.
where he drinks and blogs malevolent
"The Social Network" is what
things about his now, ex. In his
you want to see at the movies with
angered and drunken state, he hacks
your family, friends or a date. This
film is exciting, witty and overflows
into photo files of female Harvard
with alluring and pitiless dialogue.
undergrads creating "facemash," a
program that ranked the girls' hotness
Jesse Eisenberg, who plays Mark
COURTESY OF WWWIMDB.COM
level. Because of "facemash's" popZuckerberg, co-founder of Facebook, Justin Timberlake and Jesse Eisenberg in "The Social Network."
ularity, Zuckerberg gets a lot of
executes the role without a flaw.
You'll want to take notice of Andrew best friend, who he brought on as
Justin Timberlake was also attention from the angry school and
Garfield's outstanding portrayal of business manager. I can't wait to see captivating in Sorkin's adaptation of students. He is driven to do something
Eduardo Saverin, Zuckerberg's rich more from him on the silver screen.
Napster's bad boy, Sean Parker, who to get to a better life and in the process,

Written by:
Magdalena Kabelis

~e Df the "eel

he creates the very thing that many of
us can't live without. Yes, I am talking
about Facebook.
"The Social Network" is a sharp
and clear-cut image of what happened according to of the lawsuits
concerning Facebook. Sorkin's clever
screenplay makes the film accurate
and entertaining. He jumped on the
project after reading a smidgen of
Ben Mezrich's book proposal "The
Accidental Billionaires: The Founding
of Facebook. A Tale of Sex, Money,
Genius and Betrayal," which is out on . ;
bookshelves.
David Fincher proves yet again
that he knows what scripts to pick
as with "Se7en" and "Fight Club"
and how to make them fascinating
through the end. This one is going to
get attention during award season. I'll
bet on it.

Okay, let her in
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Top 10 Tips

Written by:
Juan Gallo
Sometimes cartoons make life
seem so much easier. Like when
a character is faced with a tough
decision and two little guys show up
on his shoulders. One an angel, and
one a little devil, and both offer some
advice. All the character has to do is
choose whichever he feels is best and
then do it. The little guys disappear
and come back whenever another
crucial decision is approached.
Life is not that simple. Every day
is loaded with decisions, some big and
some small, but our shoulders remain
vacant and advice is sometimes hard
to find. Enter quickanddirtytips.com
to get just that - quick, and dirty,
tips for everyday life. The aim of the
site is to assist you in getting through
the day and to make you successful in
your personal life and in your career.
There are an immense amount
of topics covered by the site. From
proper etiquette, to correct grammar,
even managing your money is tackled
to make you an expert. Don't forget,

not slow and clean. In fact, whatever
format is used to dish out the advice
(e.g. podcasts, audiobooks, articles, or
E-newsletters), it will only take you
minutes to learn and practice your
newly acquired skill.
Written by:
On the homepage, you will SalDantha Hafenist
find links and options like "Today's .... ....... ................ . ....... .
Featured Tip: What to do after sending
Forget the wimpy vampires in
an embarraSSing text or e-mail."
There is also Grammar Girl's Daily "Twilight" who glitter in the sunlight
Tip, a section where you can submit and recite poetry. "Let Me In's" young
questions or tips, a Top Ten Tips blood-drinker burns alive in the sun
area, and Recent Tips. You might and would rather rip your throat out
be overwhelmed by all the tips and than hear Shakespeare. But, c'mon
the possibilities of things you can guys, she's hungry.
"Let Me In" isn't a true horror
improve. Maybe you think you're
already good at something, but there's film, but a drama with a dash
of suspense and gore. The main
always room to get better.
Take a look at this nifty Web site relationship is between a lonely and
or sign up to receive podcasts and neglected 12-year-old boy named
newsletters in your email. You need Owen and a young female vampire,
all the advantages you can get to get Abby, who looks about the same age.
A key thing to remember is not
ahead in this dog-eat -dog world. Don't
worry. There's nothing to feel dirty to be fooled by the hype that it's a
about at all, just quickanddirtytips. remake of the Swedish film "Let the
Right One In." "Let Me In" is an
com on your shoulder to guide you.
American version of the novel "Let

COURTESlY OF WWW.LlVINGINCINEMA.COM

the Right One In." While both movies
take a different view on the book, they
are both incredible.
It's not fair to compare the
Swedish version to the American one,
so I'll steer clear of that. What I will
say is that "Let the Right One In" is
dubbed and, like many foreign films,
certain meanings can be lost in the
translation.
However, I enjoyed "Let Me
In" slightly better than the Swedish
version. And that has a lot to do with
the actors.
Actress Chloe Moretz, who plays
the vampire Abby, is mesmerizing
on-screen. Abby draws you into
her world. A vampire may have the
enviable ability of Hving forever,
but she's crushed by every loss she
suffers. Abby is just as much a victim
of her circumstances, as she is a
monster of the night.

The film also adds a surprising
amount of realism by examining
how lost Owen is. He lives with
an alcoholic mother and has been
abandoned by his father. The school
- bullying Owen suffers is beyond
brutal and was harder to watch than
the vampire attacks.
Abby and Owen's deep connection is full of heart-breaking
innocence and puppy-dog love. They
are there for each other in a way that
no one else in their lives is. This
unique bond shows a different side
of Abby, revealing that she is not an
indiscriminant killer. It's impossible
to hate her. And extremely hard to
fear her.
The title of the movie refers to the
fact that Abby has to be invited into
a home. This is a common vampire
theme. But, unlike those vampires, I'd
let this sweetheart in, after she's fed.
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Morally archaic or modernly superior
Written by:
Samantha Harfenist
Our morals are outdated. No one ltkes
being told that their morals are wrong. What
• we think is right and wrong defines who we are
and how we live our lives. But the fact of the
matter is that morals are defined as obligations
of personal conduct, and not based on legalities
or custom. A5 such, they need to adjust to the
changes in our ever-evolving society.
Personal wealth is one of the goals of our
society. I could .donate money to PETA, but
I want my daily dose of Starbucks espresso
instead. A movie ticket costs around $8 dollars.
You could send it to the Red Cross. But are
you going to do it? Nope. Because you really
want to see "Jackass 3D."
More controversial morals that really
need to change are the ones that have been
in conflict with religion. Some religious
denominations vehemently claim that gay
marriage shouldn't be allowed because the
Supreme Ruler decrees that the sanctity of such
a union is solely between a man and a woman
for the purpose of procreation. Yet, divorce
rates are more than 50 percent. On the other
hand, these same denominations also believe
that divorce is a sin and so is pre-marital
coitus. It seems that in these denominations,

you're damned if you do and damned if
you don't.
Then, there's the conviction about
abortion being murder. Some people use
fanatical religious faith to justify this. Others
use the belief that they think the miracle
.of life begins at the moment of non-birth
control orgasm. These individuals feel that
it's morally wrong to terminate a pregnancy. I
hear a ridiculous amount of this.
What I don't hear about is what these
believers plan to do with the outcast children
who are born to mothers who never wanted
them. Babies tossed in trash cans, infants
smothered by blankets. And don't even get
me started about the horror that is the foster
care system. Unless these people give me a
solution for these rejected children who suffer
for sake of fanaticism, I will kick them off that
high-horse they rode in on.
Those same people are often fervently
involved in protests against stems cell research.
They claim that these bundles of cells are
babies. However, these small collections of
cells have no heartbeat. They don't move.
Ironically, stem cells are essentially the
Holy Grail of medicine. They may hold the

Wake up, America
Written by:

answer to a cure from neurodegenerative
diseases, such as Alzheimer's and Parkinson's
to fatal genetic diseases, such as Tay Sachs
and Progeria.
My grandfather died from Parkinson's
and I can attest to how terrible an illness it
is. In the same way that I was helpless with
my grandfather, parents whose child was born
with Tay Sachs, in which the child succumbs
an agonizing death before the age of seven,
would beg for a cure from stem cells.
Throngs of people vehemently fight for
the lives of a group of cells, claiming that it's

a sin to kill those embryos. And let the living
suffer. Yet, if those same individuals had loved
ones who were dying of illnesses that could
be cured by stem cells, many would pray for
that help.
Old morals declare that homosexual
marriage is wrong, and that abortions and
stem cell research is murder. But this breeds
hate. And, what does that say about us today?
The moral of the story is that we need to
update our morals.

Hips don't lie and
conunents about thent
could get you fired

Samantha Harfenist

On Sept. 22, Rutgers University freshman
Tyler Clementi committed suicide by jumping
off the George Washington Bridge. Two of
his peers, Dharaun Ravi and Molly Wei,
broadcasted his sexual encounter with a man
online. Many call this a hate crime.
While I deeply loathe the two students
who did this, I don't see this as a hate crime,
per se. It seems that their actions were done
more out of ignorance than anything else. Ravi
and Wei never thought that outing this young
man to millions of viewers might hurt him.
I don't think they didn't hate Clementi.
They thought it would be a laughable prank.
In their denseness, it never occurred to them
just how harmful their actions would be. How
traumatic this invasion of privacy would be.
Or how much it would cost a young man who
had just begun to live.
Although many people who didn't know
Clementi deeply mourn his loss, myself included,
this form of ignorance is a growing trend.
"Grey's Anatomy" star Isaiah Washington
flippantly called his gay co-star a 'faggot.'
He then claimed to have leamed his lesson
that using such a despicable term was wrong.
But weeks later, he repeated it on national
television. .
50 cent recently posted a comment on
'Twitter saying "If you a man and your over
25 and you don't eat pu**y just kill your self
damn it. The world would be a better place.
Lol." While the "101" may indicate that 50 cent
thought his comment was funny, as a celebrity
he has a large influence on young adults. Yet,
he has no idea just how damaging his words,
even said in jest, could be.
When I hear ''hate crime" I think of the
cruel Nazis and the despicable Ku Klux Klan.
Ravi, Wei,Washington, and even 50 cent just

Written by:
Sabrina Talamo
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Rutgers University freshman Tyler Clementi.

don't seem to fit into that category of pure hatred.
With all of our knowledge in psychology,
sociology, and the presence of so many gay
rights activists, why is there still such an
enormous amount of insensitivity?
It has a lot to do with our society. As much
as we'd like to say that America has progressed
to a state of 'freedom for all,' the reality is,
we just aren't there, guys. The repeated slams
against Proposition 8 and gay rights in the
military prove that.
Even the law hasn't caught up to the
times. Ravi and Wei might only get a maximum
of five years in prison. What is this telling
our country? It's saying that the law doesn't
take this type of crime seriously either. My
cousin received more time Driving Under
the Influence
Want to stop young people from dying?
Start by educating the public. Tell them that
being homosexual isn't a punch line. It's not
funny to put an embarrassing video of them out
there. And it's not okay to think that they're
different. We are the only species on the planet
that has the ability to know right from wrong.
It's about time we started acting like it.

On Sept. 17, the University of Florida
fired professor Timothy Taylor for offending
students by saying that Latin American women
dress more provocatively than U.S. women.
Bravo Gators! For once, I am on your side.
Clearly, Mr. Taylor has been watching too
many Telenovelas. It might upset him to know
that, unlike those overly-dramatic television
shows on Telemundo, not all Latin women
dress in skimpy outfits, yank each other's hair
out, or have love affairs with their gardeners.
Saying that all Latin women dress
provocatively is like saying that all Latinos are
tan with brown hair and brown eyes. If that's
the case the mirror is seriously deceiving me.
Latin people have a wide range of physical
characteristics, ranging from blue eyes to
blonde hair. "Sisterhood of the Traveling
Pants" star Alexis Bledel, who has bright
blue eyes and pale skin, is of Mexican and
Argentinian descent.
The public's perception of women is just
as skewed. Take for instance, Colombian-born
actress Sofia Vergara and American TV talkshow host Kelly Ripa. Put them in the same
dress. Vergara's curvy figure and voluptuous
assets will clearly catch more attention than
Ripa's size zero waste and flat chest. But much
like JLo's booty, it takes more than just baggy
clothes to hide Vergara's goods.
Now, that is not to say that Latin women
don't exude sensuality. Culturally, Latin
women are often raised in a sexually charged
atmosphere. While U.S. women are raised

Sofia Vergara at a red carpet event.

dancing the Quickstep, Jive and Jitterbug,
Latin women are dancing the Rumba, Tango
and Salsa.
Ever seen "Dancing with the Stars?"
Which dance styles have the raciest costumes?
How about the beach? Is a bikini more
revealing than a Brazilian Tanga? No, but this
does not mean that Latin women go to school
in a tanga and dance salsa in the library.
Mr. Taylor used a stereotype and probably
succumbed to one of his childhood fantasies.
He was fired, and rightly so. Now he can
stay home and dream of Shakira in all her
sensual glory.
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Kudos to Joaquin J.>hoenix for the
performance of a lifetime
Written by:
Juan Gallo
People get duped all the time.
Remember crop circles? How about
the chupacabra? Jast last year, we
were fooled into thinking a' boy in a
balloon was floating over Colorado.
Every once in a while someone comes
along and pulls a fast one on us.
The latest tricksters are actor,
Joaquin Phoenix, and director, Casey
Affleck, of the documentary "I'm
Still Here." For two years Phoenix
pretended to drift into obscurity,
claiming he was quitting acting
and pursuing a rapping career. He
grew a beard, wore dark shades, and
became the buzz of the town after
an appearance on David Letterman's
late-night show, which left everyone
thinking the actor had gone off the
deep end. Now, with the release of the
film, people are up in arms.
Affleck admitted in an interview
that the film is a work of fiction and
that Phoenix's behavior was all part
of a "terrific performance." This
behavior includes Phoenix partaking
in heavy drug use, a fiasco with some
hookers, and a brawl with an assistant.
I'm- wondering - what all the ·fuss
is about.

It didn't take _Superman's X-ray
vision to see that something weird was
going on and that perhaps we weren't
being shown all the cards. I mean,
here you have Joaquin Phoenix, he
is one of the best actors of our time,
fresh off an Oscar nomination for his
portrayal of Johnny Cash in "Walk
the Line," and garnering considerable
attention for "Two Lovers," and all of
a sudden he wants to quit to become
a rapper? Something smelled funny,
and it wasn't Phoenix's dirty beard.
But what does it say about our
society, that we were so gullible to
these theatrics? Let's face it, in the
back of our minds we were thinking,
"There's another one. There's another
wild, demented celebrity getting
arrested or busted for drugs. What else
is new?" Was our judgment passed
all the more quickly because of the
unstable family history in Phoenix's
life? His famous brother, River
Phoenix, died of a drug overdose in
1993, and his. family has often been
described as a bunch of free-spirited,
tree-hugging hippies .
-What's crazy, andeven -shameful, is the fact that we seemed just

fine, even entertained by the fauxdownward spiral of this incrediblygifted actor. Now, certain people
are disappointed, even outraged that
it wasn't true. What is wrong with
this picture?
Phoenix and Affleck are courageous in my book. Phoenix risked his
career in his attempt to show exactly
what this backlash has produced,
that our culture is obsessed with
"trainwrecks," that we make people .
famous for doing nothing, or even

traveled the United States instigating
confrontations and shedding light on
current issues that were thought of as
history, but which, shockingly, still
linger. Now, Affleck and Phoenix
want to do the same, to shake us out of
this uneducated, diluted, fast-serving
society, and certain people want to
throw stones at them?
In a recent interview, Affleck
said, apologetically, that he didn't
think this would have such an impact.
He didn't expect all the "angry
reviews," and that he didn't mean to
"trick anybody." But, why apologize,
Mr. Affleck? I'm in your corner, and
while I understand that you may not
want to offend anyone, sometimes
that has to be done.
In closing his interview, Affleck
said that he admits the film is "A '
hard movie to watch," because you
can't really follow and understand
what's real and what's not. But I say,
COURTESY OF WWW.BlOG.SHANKBONE.ORGforsomepeople.it.s probably a hard
movie to watch because in the end,
worse for self-destructing, and we just Phoenix is okay. He's doing his job
gobble it up.
- acting. He's not lying in a ditch
It's a message certain people somewhere, thrOwing his career away
have been preaching for years. In in a bottle and allowing the snooty
the 80s, Andy Kaufman creat~d public the opportunity to shake their
hysteria with certain crowds when head in disgust from their ivory tower,
the comedian took on a professional . preaching about how celebrities
wrestling persona who only wrestled should act more like us.
women and hurled insults at the
audiences who went to watch these
ridiculous antics.
- Recently,SachaBaronCohenand
his alter-egos, Bruno and Borat, have

On the Scene
As told to:
Annarely Rodriguez
eNN's Jeremy Harlan has covered two executions. His main question for the doomed prisoners was what they wanted for their last meal.
He reported that Virginia's death row inmates have restrictions on what they can get for their last meal.
They're only allowed to order meals the prison served in the last month.

If you could pick anything, what would your last meal be?

"Beans and rice with chicken because I'm from
the island and we like beans and rice."
Pierre Toussaint, freshman biology major

"Birynai, it's like rice with chicken and it is
,
so good."
Samantha Qureshi, junior marketing major

"It'd be in a setting like the Last Supper, but it
would be like a Last Thanksgiving. There would
be turkey, corn, corn bread and lots of gravy on
everything. "
Brittney Do, sophomore biology major

"I would say some sort of red meat, maybe New
York strip, or salmon, with a basic side and maybe
a glass of red wine. I just like the quality and taste
of the food."
Gerard Knowles, freshman environmental
science major

"Fried chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn
bread, and pink lemonade. I love those. It would
make a perfect meal and they're my
mom's specialties."
Mondy Dormil, sophomore biology major

"I would have a fat Sam from Moe's. It is my
favorite food. I'd also have pink lemonade."
Dashka Gabriel, sophomore communication
studies major
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